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SYRIA 

1. WELL-KNOWN SYRIAN BUSINESSMAN SAEB NAHAS INFORMED ECON 
OFF OF HIS NOVEMBER 1 DISCUSSIONS IN BEIRUT WITH GENERAL 
MOTORS (GM) REPS JAMES P. O'DONNELL AND RAYMOND G. NASH AT 
WHICH TIME NAHAS INFORMED GM OF SYRIAN NEED TO PURCHASE 
IMMEDIATELY 300 CREW CAB PICK-UP TRUCKS. NAHAS SAID 

NASH AGREED TO HAVE NEW YORK OFFICE (GM OVERSEAS SISTRIBUTORS 
CORP, 767 FIFTH AVENUE, NY 10022) TELEX DIRECTLY TO NAHAS BY 
NOVEMBER 4 QUOTATIONS ON THESE VEHICLES. NASH ALSO GAVE NAHAS 
DEALERSHIP APPLICATION FORM TO FILL OUT AGAIN (NAHAS SAID HE HAD 
DONE THIS ONCE BEFORE THIS SUMMER). NAHAS IS CONCERNED HE HAS 
NOT HEARD FROM GM BEIRUT OR NEW YORK SINCE NOVEMBER 1, 
PARTICULARLY NECESSARY QUOTATION. 

2. NAHAS NOW SAYS SYRIA NEEDS TO PLACE LARGER ORDER FOR 
MIX OF GM COMMERCIAL AND PASSENGER VEHICLES AND HE WANTS 
TO DISCUSS THIS WITH O'DONNELL ON FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 15, IN 
BEIRUT. AS INDICATION OF HIS SERIOUSNESS, NAHAS SAYS HE 
WILL PROVIDE O'DONNELL WITH L/C FOR $1 MILLION EVEN BEFORE 

HE RECEIVES GM PRICES AND ALSO WILL RETURN COMPLETED DEALER- 
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3. NAHAS SAYS HE CANNOT UNDERSTAND WHY GM IS APPARENTLY 
COOL ON DEALING THROUGH HIM. HE CLAIMS IF GM DOES NOT GO 
THROUGH HIM. IT WILL NOT GET INTO SYRIA. EG., VIA KUWAITI 
OR LEBANESE AGENTS. O'DONNELL IS FAMILIAR WITH KUWAITI 
EFFORT HERE WHICH HERETOFORE, SAYS NAHAS, HAD ADVANTAGE 
OF CASH OVER CREDIT REQUEST OF NAHAS. NAHAS NOW SAYS 
SYRIA WILL PAY CASH AND THUS THE INITIAL AND IMMEDIATE 

$1 MILLION L/C. (FYI: WE HAVE NO DOUBT NAHAS IS WELL- 
CONNECTED BUT WE OBVIOUSLY CANNOT COMMENT ON WHY GM MAY 
OR MAY NOT BE COOL TOWARD HIM. END FYI.) 

4. ACTIONS REQUESTED: 

A. BEIRUT: PI .EASE CALL O'DONNELL EARLY THURSDAY 
MORNING, NOVEMBER 14, RELAY ABOVE INFO, AND ARRANGE 
APPOINTMENT FOR NAHAS.A AND CALL ECONOFF WHO CAN RELAY TIME 
TO NAHAS. 

B. NEA/ARN: WE BELIEVE IT APPROPRIATE FOR YOU TO 

CALL GM NEW YORK TO ASK ABOUT PROMISED QUOTATIONS SO AS TO 
ENCOURAGE GM TO TAKE A GOOD LOOK AT SYRIAN MARKET AND 
HAVE AMERICAN VEHICLES FOLLOW SYRIAN BLOCK PURCHASES 
OF PUGEOTS ($21 MILLION FOR 5,000 VEHICLES, SAYS NAHAS, 

WHO ARRANGED THIS DEAL) AND 800 FIAT BUSES. 

MURPHY 
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